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Soldiers of the 3rd Armd. Cav. Regt. confront unruly “civilians” during training at Fort Polk, La., prior to deploying to Bosnia.
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formed in 1947, has crammed
three years of training into the
past year while preparing to take
on this mission. The 29th Inf.
Div. will pick up the Bosnia
command-and-control mission in
October 2001, and
Pennsylvania' s 28th Inf. Div.
takes the mission a year later.

In addition to the active-
Army and multinational unitsin
the area, the 49th Armd. Div.
headquarters staff will also direct
300 Guard soldiers from nine
other states.

Also under the division’s
command, nearly 3,000 active-
duty soldiers of the 3rd Armd.
Cavalry Regt. will patrol the
Zone of Separation and keep the
lid on poalitical and ethnic unrest
in Brcko, still the country’ s most
volatile flash point.

The biggest job may involve
keeping the countryside safe so a
projected 90,000 displaced
people can return to their homes
during the rotation. That would
be the largest number yet, even
though the war ended four years
ago.
Simulated Bosnian towns and

camps were among the training
sites at Fort Polk’s Joint Readi-
ness Training Center where the
troops trained during Exercise
Lone Star Challenge.

JRTC, which existsto train
infantry units for combat, has
also become more sophisticated
in preparing troops for peace-
keeping. Two of its 10 annual
training rotations focus on such
skills as negotiating with ethnic
factions and working with
translators.

The training includes observ-
ing and reporting on political
rallies and dealing with protest-
ors and groups demanding
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Watson (left) and active-duty SGT
Mark St. Peter help erect a Bailey
bridge during the Fort Polk training.

assistance. All the while, the
soldiers are coached and evalu-
ated by JRTC' s observer-
controllers.

“It's all to help them know
what they’ re doing. That’s why

SFC Brenda Benner

we're here, to show the soldiers,”  “/; 4
said Boris Dilber, who left tdoesn't
Bosnia eight years ago and now matter
assists in the deployment where the
training. .

Dilber saysthe peoplein his soldiers
native land would still be come from,
fighting were it not for the
presence of NATO forces, as long as
because “there are too many old, they Rnow
deep wounds.”

It makes no differenceif the Wh‘,ft to
troops belong to the active Army do.

or the National Guard, he added.
“It doesn’t matter where the
soldiers come from, aslong as
they know what to do.”

That was the intent of the
training at Fort Polk — to teach
the 49th Armd. and 3rd ACR
soldiers to work as ateam.

“1 think it's good how we
interact like this,” said 3rd ACR
SGT Michael Deliberti. “I give
the Guard people credit for
coming out and doing this. |
think they should do more stuff
likeit.” O

During the predeployment training PV2 Zach Miller of the 3rd ACR meets roleplayers portray-
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ing reporters. The encounter will help him in later encounters with real press members.
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